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Surrey car maker AC (which originally stood for Auto 

Carriers) has had a long and rather chequered career, 

not in only making vehicles which spanned the meek Petite 

invalid carriage to the fearsome Cobra sports car but 

also in terms of changes of ownership and financial 

stability. 

 

In its latest incarnation it has just begun to make the 

GT378 and I was lucky to come across one of the few 

extant parked outside the Clubhouse at Brooklands 

Museum at the end of April. The model made its public 

debut a t the Geneva show this year and while it has a large 

and powerful General Motors V8 engine the Italian 



interest lies in its Zagato coachwork. As is usual with this 

coachbuilder, powerful and aggressive lines blend with 

Italian good looks to create a unique combination of the 

sort which has always set this design house apart. 

 

As an aside, it is interesting that AC Heritage Ltd is now 

installed in the former Members Restaurant at the top of 

the Brooklands Test Hill (which had been boarded up for 

at least 25 years), where they restore and recreate their 

classic models. 
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